Amendment and Response 

Applicant: Jim R. Nielsen et al. 
Serial No.: 10/827,056 
Filed: April 19,2004 
Docket No.: 200901605-1 

Title: INTELLIGENT URL RED1RECTOR 

IN THE CLAIMS 

Please add claims 52-54. 

Please amend claims 1, 5, 9, 13, 18, 23, 28, 30, and 32 as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method for directing a recipient of an e-mail to a web site, 
the method comprising: 

providing a redirect server executing a redirect application based on a servlet 
ar c hite c t ur e; 

creating an e-mail with an embedded link, wherein the embedded link comprises a 
link to a-the redirect server and link attributes that allow the redirect server to determine a 
current web site associated with the embedded link; 

sending the e-mail to a recipient; 

receiving the e-mail at the recipient's data processing system; 
responsive to the recipient selecting the embedded link, sending link attributes from 
the recipient's data processing system to the redirect server; 
receiving the link attributes at the redirect server; 

determining, at the redirect server, the universal resource locator for the current web 
site associated with the embedded link; 

sending the universal resource locator from the redirect server to the recipient; 

receiving the universal resource locator at the recipient's data processing system; and 

retrieving, at the recipient's data processing system, the contents from the current web 
site utilizing the universal resource locator received from the redirect server, wherein changes 
to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been sent to the recipient do not 
effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 

2. (Original) The method as recited in claim 1, wherein link attributes and associated 
universal resource locators corresponding to the link attributes are contained in a link 
attribute properties file which may be accessed by a redirect server to determine the universal 
resource locator for the web site associated with the link attributes received from the 
recipient. 
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3. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the link attribute properties file 
may be updated to contain the most recent universal resource locators as necessary. 

4. (Original) The method as recited in claim 2, wherein the link attributes comprise a 
key and the link attribute properties file contains key/universal resource locator pairs 
allowing the redirect server to search a key and retrieve an appropriate corresponding 
universal resource locator. 

5. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in computer readable recordable- 
type media for use in data processing systems for directing a recipient of an e-mail to a web 
site, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for creating an e-mail with an embedded link, wherein the embedded 
link comprises a link to a redirect server and link attributes that allow the redirect server to 
determine a current web site associated with the embedded link , the redirect server executing 
a redirect application based on a servlei architecture ; 

second instructions for sending the e-mail to a recipient; 

third instructions for receiving the e-mail at the recipient's data processing system; 

fourth instructions, responsive to the recipient selecting the embedded link, for 
sending link attributes from the recipient's data processing system to the redirect server; 

fifth instructions for receiving the link attributes at the redirect server; 

sixth instructions for determining, at the redirect server, the universal resource locator 
for the current web site associated with the embedded link; 

seventh instructions for sending the universal resource locator from the redirect server 
to the recipient; 

eighth instructions for receiving the universal resource locator at the recipient's data 
processing system; and 

ninth instructions for retrieving, at the recipient's data processing system, the contents 
from the current web site utilizing the universal resource locator received from the redirect 
server, wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been sent to 
the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 
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6. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 5, wherein link 
attributes and associated universal resource locators corresponding to the link attributes are 
contained in a link attribute properties file which may be accessed by a redirect server to 
determine the universal resource locator for the web site associated with the link attributes 
received from the recipient. 

7. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 6, wherein the link 
attribute properties file may be updated to contain the most recent universal resource locators 
as necessary. 

8. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 6, wherein the link 
attributes comprise a key and the link attribute properties file contains key/universal resource 
locator pairs allowing the redirect server to search a key and retrieve an appropriate 
corresponding universal resource locator. 

9. (Currently Amended) A system for directing a recipient of an e-mail to a web site, 
the system comprising: 

a redirect server for executing a redirect application based on a servlet architecture ; 

afirst meam- daui processing system for creating an e-mail with an embedded link, 
wherein the embedded link comprises a link to a-jhe redirect server and link attributes that 
allow the redirect server to determine a current web site associated with the embedded link; 

a_second fflews- daia processing system for sending the e-mail to a recipient; 

a riwd-ffleatts recipient's data processing system for receiving the e-mail at th e 
recipient's data processing system: fourth m e ans and , responsive to the recipient selecting the 
embedded link, for sending link attributes from the recipient's data processing system to the 
redirect server; 

fifth m c ans wherein the redirect server is configured for receiving the link attributes^ at 
th e redir e ct server: s i xth means for determining , at the r e dir e ct s e rver, the universal resource 
locator for the current web site associated with the embedded linki , and sevemh-meaH^ for 
sending the universal resource locator from the redirect server to the recipient; 
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e^^h-ffl^af)fr wherein the recipient's data processing svstem is configured for 
receiving the universal resource locator at the recipient's data processing s y s tem; and mmh 
means for retrieving , at tho recip i ent's data processing s ystem, the contents from the current 
web site utilizing the universal resource locator received from the redirect server, wherein 
changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been sent to the recipient do 
not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 

10. (Original) The system as recited in claim 9, wherein link attributes and associated 
universal resource locators corresponding to the link attributes are contained in a link 
attribute properties file which may be accessed by a redirect server to determine the universal 
resource locator for the web site associated with the link attributes received from the 
recipient. 

11. (Original) The system as recited in claim 10, wherein the link attribute properties file 
may be updated to contain the most recent universal resource locators as necessary. 

12. (Original) The system as recited in claim 10, wherein the link attributes comprise a 
key and the link attribute properties file contains key/universal resource locator pairs 
allowing the redirect server to search a key and retrieve an appropriate corresponding 
universal resource locator. 

1 3. (Currently Amended) A method for creating and sending an e-mail with embedded 
links, the method comprising: 

providing, a redirect server executing a redirect application based on a servlet 
architecture: 

creating , via a data processing svstem. an e-mail; 

embedding , via a data processing svstem. a link to a-the redirect server in the e-mail to 
create an e-mail with an embedded link, wherein the link to the redirect server comprises link 
attributes enabling the redirect server to determine a current location for a web site for which 
it is desired that a recipient of the e-mail with an embedded link visit, and further wherein the 
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redirect server can communicate a web address for the current location for the web site to the 
recipient; 

sending , via a data processin g system, the e-mail with an embedded link to a 
recipient, wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been sent 
to the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 

14. (Original) The method as recited in claim 13, wherein the link attributes comprises a 
key wherein the key corresponds to a key maintained in a properties file which associates 
web site locations with keys. 

15. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the web site location is a 
universal resource locator. 

16. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the properties file is a 
spreadsheet. 

17. (Original) The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the properties file is a 
database. 

18. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
recordable-type media for use in a data processing system for creating and sending an e-mail 
with embedded links, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for creating an e-mail; 

second instructions for embedding a link to a redirect server in the e-mail to create an 
e-mail with an embedded link, wherein the link to the redirect server comprises link attributes 
enabling the redirect server to determine a current location for a web site for which it is 
desired that a recipient of the e-mail with an embedded link visit, and further wherein the 
redirect server can communicate a web address for the current location for the web site to the 
recipient , the redirect server executing a redirect application based on a servlct architecture ; 
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third instructions for sending the e-mail with an embedded link to a recipient, wherein 
changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been sent to the recipient do 
not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 

19. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 18, wherein the link 
attributes comprises a key wherein the key corresponds to a key maintained in a properties 
file which associates web site locations with keys. 

20. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 19, wherein the web site 
location is a universal resource locator. 

21. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 19, wherein the 
properties file is a spreadsheet. 

22. (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 19, wherein the 
properties file is a database. 

23. (Currently Amended) A system for creating and sending an e-mail with embedded 
links, the system comprising: 

a redirect server for executing a redirect application based on a servlet architecture; 
ajirst weans- data processing svstem for creating an e-mail; 

a^second means- data processing system for embedding a link to a-the redirect server in 
the e-mail to create an e-mail with an embedded link, wherein the link to the redirect server 
comprises link attributes enabling the redirect server to determine a current location for a web 
site for which it is desired that a recipient of the e-mail with an embedded link visit, and 
further wherein the redirect server can communicate a web address for the current location 
for the web site to the recipient; 

ajhird mea^s- data processing svstem for sending the e-mail with an embedded link to 
a recipient, wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been 
sent to the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 
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24. (Original) The system as recited in claim 23, wherein the link attributes comprises a 
key wherein the key corresponds to a key maintained in a properties file which associates 
web site locations with keys. 

25. (Original) The system as recited in claim 24, wherein the web site location is a 
universal resource locator. 

26. (Original) The system as recited in claim 24, wherein the properties file is a 
spreadsheet. 

27. (Original) The system as recited in claim 24, wherein the properties file is a database. 

28. (Currently Amended) A method for retrieving a web site associated with a link in an 
e-mail, the method comprising: 

providing a redirect server executing a redirect application based on a scrvlet 
architecture: 

receiving an e-mail with an embedded link; 

responsive to selection of the embedded link by a user, sending link attributes 
contained in the embedded link to ajhe redirect server indicated by the embedded link; 
associating, at the redirect server, a web site location with the link attributes; 
sending the web site location to the user; 
receiving a web site location from the redirect server; and 

retrieving content from the web site location, wherein changes to the location of the 
web site made after the e-mail has been sent to the recipient do not effect the ability of the 
recipient to access the web site. 

29. (Original) The method as recited in claim 28, wherein the link attributes comprise a 
key. 



8 



Amendment and Response 

Applicant: Jim R. Nielsen et ai. 
Serial No.: 10/827,056 
Filed: April 19,2004 
Docket No.: 200901605-1 

Title: INTELLIGENT URL REDIRECTOR 

30. (Currently Amended) A computer program product in a computer readable 
recordahle-tvpe media for use in a data processing system for retrieving a web site associated 
with a link in an e-mail, the computer program product comprising: 

first instructions for receiving an e-mail with an embedded link; 

second instructions, responsive to selection of the embedded link by a user, for 
sending link attributes contained in the embedded link to a redirect server indicated by the 
embedded link , the redirect server executing a redirect application based on a servlet 
architecture ; 

third instructions for associating, at the redirect server, a web site location with the 
link attributes; 

fourth instructions for sending the web site location to the user; £ 

fifth instructions for receiving a web site location from the redirect server; and 

sixth instructions for retrieving content from the web site location, wherein changes to 

the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been sent to the recipient do not effect 

the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 

3 1 . (Original) The computer program product as recited in claim 30, wherein the link 
attributes comprise a key. 

.32. (Currently Amended) A system for retrieving a web site associated with a link in an 

e-mail, the system comprising: 

a redirect server for executinu a redirect application based on a servlet architecture: 
ajirst means- data processing system for receiving an e-mail with an embedded linkt 

seco n d m eawsand, responsive to selection of the embedded link by a user, for sending link 

attributes contained in the embedded link to a-the redirect server indicated by the embedded 

link; 

wherein the redirect server M4rekttetms- is configured for associating^H-the-^e4i-reet 
s e rv e r , a web site location with the link attributes ; fourth m c ans and for sending the web site 
location to the user; 

•ftftH-means where in the first data processing system is configured for receiving a web 
site location from the redirect serven-_and sixth means for retrieving content from the web 
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site location, wherein changes to the location of the web site made after the e-mail has been 
sent to the recipient do not effect the ability of the recipient to access the web site. 

33. (Original) The system as recited in claim 32, wherein the link attributes comprise a 
key. 

34-51. (Cancelled) 

52. (New) The method of claim 1 , wherein providing the redirect server comprises 
providing the redirect server executing the redirect application based on a Java servlet 
architecture. 

53. (New) The method of claim 1, wherein providing the redirect server comprises 
providing the redirect server executing the redirect application based on a servlet architecture 
built with open source framework. 

54. (New) The method of claim 53, wherein providing the redirect server comprises 
providing the redirect server executing the redirect application based on a servlet architecture 
built with open source Struts framework. 
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